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2024 Legislative Session

60 days
• Begins Monday, January 8, 2024
• Ends Thursday, March 7, 2024

2nd year of Biennium
• No major changes expected
• Supplemental Budget
• Policy Bills Not Passed in 2023
• Some New Bills

2024 Legislative Session
Second half of Biennium – 60 days
Begins Monday, January 8, 2024

Ends Thursday, March 7, 2024



Some Critical 
Legislation 

Pending 
related to 

Housing & 
Homelessness

• Enhance the Rapid Capital Housing 
Acquisition program - $100 million 
(bonds)

• Encampment Resolution Program - $100 
million (from $60mm 2023-5 adopted 
budget)

• Intellectual and Development Disability 
housing - $4.5 million

• Land Trust Affordable Housing 
Development Project - $2.3 million 
(bonds)

• New Housing Emergency Fund - $2.5 
million

• Maintain Landlord Mitigation and Tenant 
Preservation Programs - $7.5 million

• Support Local Housing Programs - $10 
million

• House Human Trafficking Victims - $1.5 
million

• Youth Direct Cash program - $550,000

Governor’s Supplemental 
Budget 

https://ofm.wa.go
v/budget/state-
budgets/gov-
inslees-proposed-
2024-
supplemental-
budgets/highlight
s-gov-inslees-
proposed-2024-
supplemental-
budget
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Examples - New Bills
• SB 5901    Co-living Housing

• SB 5975    Finance social housing.

• HB 2114   Improving housing 
stability for tenants subject to the 
residential landlord-tenant act and 
the manufactured/mobile home 
landlord-tenant act

• HB 2012   Property tax exemption for 
nonprofits providing affordable 
rental housing built with city and 
county funds.

• HB 2113   Concerning compliance 
with the housing element 
requirements of the growth 
management act.
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Some Critical 
Legislation – 

Changing the 
Inequitable Tax 

Structure

Changing the Tax 
Inequities – Raising 
More Revenue
• Wealth Tax

• Estate Tax

• Fight Back against 
Initiatives; Protect Capital 
Gains Tax

• The Washington Futures 
Fund



So How Do You 
Make Your Voice 
Heard?

• In-person meetings are 
best; hard to get (15 
minutes max)

• Phone calls work best if you 
establish a relationship with 
the Legislative Aide

• Emails work for most 
Legislators *

• Letters on the record must 
be sent to the Committee 
Chair and Staff prior to the 
public hearing

• Testify at Committee 
hearings (you can do it 
virtually)

• Sign-in Pro/Con



Relative Impacts of Approaches to 
Legislators



* About Emails

• Send directly to Legislator, 
make it personal

• If using a group action 
alert, add something at the 
beginning that is clearly 
from you



Frame Your 
Message –

Same way for 
all methods, 

in-person, 
emails or 

testimony

Plan Ahead
• What is your overall 

message?
• What is your story to 

illustrate the message?
• Why is this message 

important?



Define the issue
• Say why it is important to 

you

• Tell the legislator why they 
should care

• Tell the legislator what you 
want the legislator to do

Frame 
Your 

Message 
Same way 

for all 
methods, 
in-person, 
emails or 
testimony



How To Remember



And Be Sure to 
Say Thank You!

• Reinforce your message 
and appreciation with a 
follow-up note to the 
Legislator

• Get legislator and 
Legislative Aide email at 
https://app.leg.wa.gov/Ro
sters/Members or 
Firstname.Lastname@leg.
wa.gov

https://app.leg.wa.gov/Rosters/Members
https://app.leg.wa.gov/Rosters/Members


How to 
Engage 
with 
Legislative 
Process



Find Status 
of Bill – in 
Committee



Find Status 
of Bill – by 
Number



Get Help from Allies

League of Women Voters of WA Legislative Newsletter 
– sign up at https://www.lwvwa.org/page-18731

• Provides issue descriptions, status reports, action alerts, sign pro/con opportunities 
on many issues

WLIHA (WA Low Income Housing Alliance) Action 
Alerts – sign up at https://secure.everyaction.com/-
gZPY8k0qkaHQyrUqmpC5g2

• Provides guidance when action is needed

Economic Opportunity Institute Action Alerts – sign up 
at 
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001sWE8kxl6JomEL
F6dugrRFUiBGqP7dXVIM7ZS5fm6piQh6loicAU72m18YPSeGolwX-6Nw_fGQ-
vWNgTWPrJuYBDEYopDdWwLNeEMnGXtM4M%3D

• Provides guidance when action is needed
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