ocal Advocates




Homelessness 2024

Welcome & Conversation
Current Research & Policy Briefing

Addressing Homelessness in Pierce County
Taking Action

Presenters
 Virtual Unit Meeting: Jake Nau
» East Pierce Unit Meeting: Ric Rose
+ Tacoma Unit Meeting: Sally Perkins



Sharing Our Experience

10 minutes to discuss 2 Questions
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Defining Homelessness



https://www.hudexchange.info/homelessness-assistance/coc-esg-virtual-binders/coc-esg-homeless-eligibility/four-categories/

Pierce County 2023 Point-in-Time Count

Human Services

2023 Homeless Point-In-Time Count Results

Each January, Pierce County surveys people experiencing homelessness. This homeless “point-in-time count” is a one-day
snapshot that captures the characteristics and situations of people living here without a home. We counted 2,148 people on

our streets and in our shelters, but roughly 6,500 were connected to our homeless crisis response system during the same
time. The lower Point-in-Time count number reflects the challenge of counting a large, geographically distributed unsheltered
population over a 24-hour period. Like all surveys, the Homeless PIT Count has limitations. Results from the count are

influenced by the weather, availability of overflow shelter beds, the number of volunteers, and the level of engagement of the
people volunteers interview.

People counted People connected to
2 1 48 during the homeless 6 5 0 O our homeless crisis
Point-in-Time count  } response system
Al
D360 (B s% i 22% & 25%
Female Veterans 55+ Years Old Chronically homeless

$3641% 8008 7% g%

° Black, Indigenous, or Households with Adult survivors of

People of Color children domestic violence

Not all people experiencing homelessness sleep outside

~~ 59% A 6% 15% 6% 14%
|°D Emergency —>—> Transitional Out of doors O—C" vehicle *Not reported/
shelter l_J housing (street, tent, etc.) Other

Choltarad lincheltored




Most told us they lived in Pierce County before they became homeless

48% Pierce County *38% Not Reported

Other WA counties )
King County QOutside WA

There are often many causes for Mental iliness is the most
experiencing homelessness commonly reported disability

The top three most commonly reported answers are; Here is the breakdown of the most commonly reparted
disabilities. Some peaple reported having multiple disabilities,

1. Family crisis
Mental illness

il Mo uftordalienskey

. Eviction and mo e foreclosure
3 r8ag Chronic health condition

i
Some people experiencing ==

homelessness have an income Substance use

M some income
Developmental disability

Bl Noincome

*Data listed as not reported may include incomplete surveys or respondents who refused

Learn more at PierceCountyWA.gov/PIT.







What’s on the Menu




Homelessness Is a Housing Problem
How Structural Factors Explain U.S. Patterns

GREGG COLBURN
CLAYTOMN PAGE ALDERN

HOMELESSNESS

IS A

HOUSING What are the Root Causes of Homelessness
PROBLEM

HOW STRUCTURAL FACTORS

sl by Gregg Colburn & Clayton Page Aldern
aay  SEEEE March 2022



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0APR7dt-uZ8

2 Major Data Resources By NLIHC [

Housing Coalition
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Out of Reach The Gap



https://nlihc.org/oor
https://nlihc.org/gap

Toward a New
Understanding

The California Statewide Study of
People Experiencing Homelessness

Benioff Homelessness

and Housing Initiative

i

June 2023 e T el

Link to full study




The Costs and Harms of Homelessness
Community Solutions 2023



https://community.solutions/research-posts/the-costs-and-harms-of-homelessness/

From Evidence to Action:
A Federal Homelessness Research Agenda 2024-28



https://usich.gov/sites/default/files/document/From%20Evidence%20to%20Action_A%20Federal%20Homelessness%20Research%20Agenda%20November%202023.pdf




Major obstacles to progress
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Unresolved Debates about Street Homelessness -




Public space as contested space

Competing rights

A question of belong




Answering the Question with Sweeps

‘not solving the problem’

ppppp

Criminalizing “conduct that is an
unavoidable consequence of
being homeless


https://ss4a.pchomeless.org/2022/05/11/sweeps-infographic/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/tacoma-residents-voice-irritations-over-camping-ban-thats-not-solving-problem/MIHH6XQ535GVXPZOM2S3CZI3YM/

Based on the Eighth Amendment’s protection
against cruel and unusual punishment:

In City of Johnson v. Grants Pass, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit ruled
against Grants Pass, reasoning that the city's
laws imposed “cruel and unusual punishments”
because there were not enough shelter beds to
house the entire homeless population.



SCOTUS & the Johnson v. Grants Pass Decision




According to the ACLA of Northern California, the Supreme Court
hearing could...

“reopen a definition of cruel and unusual
punishment that protects Americans, housed
and unhoused, from unconstitutional
treatment in the criminal legal system.”

about the case and potential consequences

Homelessness and the Supreme Court


https://www.npr.org/2024/02/20/1230140189/supreme-court-homeless-camps-grants-pass-case-housing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-u4xQphv7B8




Self permanent

: Micro
Managed supportive Housing
Camps housing & SROs

Preserve
Mobile
Home

Parks Targeted
O Universalism

Congregate

Social housing

Shared
Housing and
Co-Housing
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The Challenge of Seeking Common Ground



WeArein
DONATE YOUR SMALL TALK:

A Toolkit for Effective Conversations on Homelessness

In our daily interactions with baristas, rideshare drivers, family, friends, and colleagues,

we can raise awareness and spread empathy around the challenge of addressing
homelessness in our region. We know this might sound silly or awkward, but it’s easier than
it sounds. This toolkit will guide you through best practices for donating your small talk.

HOMELESSNESS IS A SERIOUS GHALLENGE.
LET'S TALK ABOUT IT.

When homelessness comes up in small talk, it's important to acknowledge the feelings vou're
hearing and find common ground where you can. Check out some examples:


https://wearein.org/donate-your-small-talk/

If you hear someone complaining about the need to
clean up the streets...

* You might say: You're right, there are a lot of areas
where folks need to be brought inside. Tents on
sidewalks or an underpass aren’t safe places
for anyone to live. But when encampments are

cleared, the people there often aren’t connected
to alternative housing or services. We can't just
continue pushing them to a different spot on the
street. Keeping our public spaces safe and clean
for all means working to bring our unsheltered
neighbors inside into stable, permanent situations
and connecting them to the services they need.







Shelter: A Need We All Share
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Shelter: A Need We All Share

"\x

mme where we each
/// 7
inuum?



Reframing

Combating myths and
promoting compassion

Messaging Resource:
Safe Sites 4 All

Community Solutions

Interested in helping build a
“Talking Points” Resource for
Pierce County? Zoom in on
Wednesday mornings at 9-9:50 am

Zoom link to The Communications
and Advocacy Team is posted on
the Tacoma/Pierce County
Coalition to End Homelessness
website



https://ss4a.pchomeless.org/blog
https://community.solutions/research-posts/the-truth-about-homelessness/
https://www.pchomeless.org/




Legislators, Shelter Policies & Funding



https://www.vote411.org/washington
https://fanwa.org/advocacy/legislative-agenda/
https://www.wliha.org/

Follow the Washington State LWV Advocacy Team

Advocacy Page

Housing and Homelessness

o eour Issue
-
%/ gton State

ppppp


https://www.lwvwa.org/advocacy
https://www.lwvwa.org/2024-housing-and-homelessness/

ce County this year

rs from being shut down


https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article286103571.html



https://www.commerce.wa.gov/news/wa-selected-for-hud-hhs-accelerator/

Resources and opportunities for action

Pierce County’s Comprehensive plan to end homelessness

Testify, call, write, send messages in bottles

Tacoma-Pierce County Coalition to End Homelessn

......

.....



Speak Up!

Tacoma/Lakewood/Pierce County Continuum of Care Plan
Public Comment on the Draft Plan Ends April 5, 2024

March Voter IWVTPC Calendar

Introduction narrative
CoC 5-year plan update
Existing Conditions Report



https://lwvtpc.org/emailing/email_viewer.aspx?club_id=843000&emailing_id=2436852&token=243685298192
https://lwvtpc.org/content.aspx?page_id=4001&club_id=843000
https://coalitionfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/WebsiteFiles/-web%20site%20narrative%20re%20public%20comment%20on%20plan%202-22-2-2024-02-23T16:20:14.4396729+00:00.pdf
https://coalitionfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/WebsiteFiles/-CoC%205-year%20plan%20for%20public%20review%20and%20comment%202-21-2-2024-02-23T15:48:19.2063753+00:00.pdf
https://coalitionfiles.blob.core.windows.net/files/WebsiteFiles/-Existing%20Conditions%20Report%20-CoC%20draft%205-year%20plan%20for%20web%20posting%202-22-2-2024-02-23T15:48:56.2158190+00:00.pdf



https://associatedministries.org/supportive-services/phcvolunteer/

“Homeis
where somebody

notices when
you are no
longer there.”

ALEKSANDAR HEMON
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