
`

Initiatives at the National League Level

FEBRUARY 1, 2023

LWV Takoma Pierce County Virtual Unit Meeting

Jessica Jones Capparell
Director of Government Affairs, LWVUS 



Agenda

118th Congress Composition

Legislative Outlook and Strategy

Pending Litigation

LWVUS Support Tools

Questions



Update: Congress Composition 

Senate

• 50 Democratic caucus
• 1 Independent- no 

caucus commitment 
• 49 Republican caucus

House

• 222 Republicans
• 213 Democrats



Senate Majority Climate

•Leadership
•Democratic Leader and Chair of the Conference: Senator 
Charles Schumer

•Democratic Whip: Senator Dick Durbin
•Senate President Pro-Tempore: Sen. Patty Murray

•One additional Dem seat = committee structure change
•Power-sharing arrangement of 117th Congress no longer 
necessary



Key committee leadership:
•Appropriations

•Chair: Sen. Murray
•Ranking member: Sen. Collins

•Judiciary
•Chair: Sen. Durbin
•Ranking member: Sen. Grassley 

•Rules and Admin
•Chair: Sen. Klobuchar  
•Ranking member: TBD

Senate Committees



Source: https://media.npr.org/assets/img/2023/01/07/gettyimages-1454757741_wide-
7a2df1cbce9886af27b16b8ae266a09b7cd82e4c-s1100-c50.jpg

House 
Speaker 
Votes



House Majority Climate

•Speaker McCarthy’s (R-CA-23) 
Commitment to America

•Promise to investigate:
• Cabinet members
•COVID
•Big Tech
•Border concerns

•Rules changes



House Minority Leadership

https://api.time.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/democrat-house-leadership.jpg



House Committees

Key chairs
• Ways and Means: Jason Smith (MO)
• Judiciary: Jim Jordan (OH)
• Homeland Security: Mark Green (TN)
• Administration: Bryan Steil (WI)
• Rules: Tom Cole (OK)
• Oversight and Accountability: James 
Comer (KY)

• Ethics Committee in jeopardy



1. Campaign for Making Democracy Work ® ensuring a free, fair and 
accessible electoral system for all eligible voters by focusing on 
Voting Rights, Improving Elections, Campaign Finance/Money in 
Politics, direct election of the President by popular vote (including 
through the national popular vote interstate compact and abolition of 
the Electoral College), and Redistricting.

2. Watchlist: Respond strategically on issues like the Equal Rights 
Amendment, immigration reform, climate change and, health care 
with LWV positions when needed, but focus on the Campaign for 
Making Democracy Work®

2023 LWVUS Legislative Priorities



Democracy Legislation

• Restoration of the Voting Rights Act
• Native American Voting Rights Act

• Voting rights and election administration reforms
• Same-day voter registration
• Expanding accessibility with language access

• Building support for small dollar contribution programs

• Opposition to legislation that establishes barriers in voting
• National voter ID law 
• Signature matches and elimination of voting drop boxes



State Opportunities

National 
Popular Vote 

Interstate 
Compact

Fair 
redistricting 

States as 
incubators of 

democracy



Equal 
Rights 
Amendment

Re-
Introduction 
in the House 
and Senate

New champion 
in the US 
House: 
Ayanna 

Pressley (D-
MA)

Bipartisan 
leadership in 
the Senate: 

Cardin (MD), 
Murkowski 

(AK) 

LWVUS issued 
it’s first action 

alert of the 
118th Congress 

on the ERA



Reproductive Choice

• State actions
• Minnesota
• South Carolina
• Virginia
• Ballot initiatives for 2023 and 2024

• Federal action
• H.R. 26, Born-Alive Infant Protection (passed)
• H.R. 7 to prohibit taxpayer-funded abortions 
• Equal Access to Abortion Coverage in Healthcare (EACH) 

Act
•



Abolishing 
the 
Electoral 
College



Executive Advocacy Strategy

• LWVUS is considering 
strategic opportunities to advocate the 
executive branch on each of our Legislative 
Outlook issue areas.

• Implementing Voting Executive Order
• Climate Action
• Reproductive Choice
• Equal Rights Amendment
• Money in Politics



LWV Actively Litigating 47 State & Federal Cases

Pending at SCOTUS
Moore v. Harper
Merrill v. Milligan

Litigation Shifts to the States

Pending Litigation and Litigation priorities



LWVUS Federal Advocacy 

Federal Action 
Alerts

Letters and Memos 
to Members of 

Congress and the 
Administration

Voting Rights 
Taskforces

Emerging Issues 
Taskforces and 

Coalitions



Federal Action Requests

Advocacy Actions

• Communicating with an elected or appointed official

• Writing an op-ed or letter to the editor

• Joining a coalition

• Participating in a press conference or rally

Form Here

Communication with Federal Officials

• Coalition letters to Members of Congress, the executive 
branch, etc.

• League letters to Members of Congress

• Meetings with federal officials

• Note: Officials must represent your jurisdiction



1:1 State Check-ins

Legislative Office Hours

Legislative Tracking

Impact on Issues Interpretation

Legislative and Policy Analysis

Legislative Testimony Writing

Advocacy Strategy Development

LMS Resources

LWVUS Support for State and Local Advocacy

Webinars, Leg Trends, ERA Toolkit, Abortion Adv. Strat

Sign Up Here

Contact Us:
advocacy@lwv.org

https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/lwvus-policy-advocacy-and-litigation-briefings
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/legislative-trends-2023
https://www.lwv.org/ERAToolkit
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/state-advocacy-strategy-abortion-rights-and-access
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/advocacy/legislative-office-hours


Questions?
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