
Cynthia Stewart, President
League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County



Who We Are

• Women 
• Men
• Students
• Retirees

Anyone 16 and over
Nonpartisan



What We Do

• Empower Voters

• Defend 
Democracy



How We Do It: Defend Democracy Voter Registration



How We Do 
It: Defend 

Democracy

• High School 
Voter 
Registration

• Middle and 
High School 
Civic 
Education



How We 
Do It: 
Defend 
Democracy



How We Do 
It: Empower 

Voters

• Vote411
• Candidate Forums

https://www.vote411.org/

https://www.vote411.org/


How We 
Do It: 

Empower 
Voters

• Voter Education
• Directory of 

Elected 
Officials

• Meeting 
Observers



• Voter Education - Studies

How We Do It: Empower Voters

https://lwvtpc.org/content.aspx?page_id=
22&club_id=843000&module_id=499682

https://lwvtpc.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=843000&module_id=499682
https://lwvtpc.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=843000&module_id=499682


How We Do 
It: Empower 

Voters

• Issue Forums



How We Do It: 
Empower 
Voters
Issue Forums



How We Do It: 
Empower 
Voters
Conversation Cafes



How We 
Do It: 

Empower 
Voters

Collaboration 
with other 

organizations



How We Do It: 
Empower Voters
Collaboration with others; e.g., 
students, libraries



How Did We 
Get Here?

• In 2020, we celebrated 
100 years of Women’s 
Suffrage – and the 
League of Women 
Voters



It Started 
with the 
Suffrage 

Movement

Timeline of Women’s Rights in the US
• 1769 — The early American colonies base their laws on the 

English common law, which said, “By marriage, the husband 
and wife are one person in the law. The very being and legal 
existence of the woman is suspended during the marriage, or 
at least is incorporated into that of her husband under whose 
wing and protection she performs everything.”

• 1777 — All states pass laws taking away women’s right to 
vote.

• 1848 — At Seneca Falls, 300 women and men sign the 
Declaration of Sentiments, a plea for the end of discrimination 
against women.

• And  — New York passes the Married Woman’s Property Act. 
She became for economic purposes, an individual.

• 1870 — The 15th Amendment is ratified, saying, “The right of 
citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” African-
Americans may vote now, but women may not.

• 1890 — Wyoming becomes the first state to grant women the 
right to vote in its state elections.

• 1900 — Every state has passed legislation modeled after New 
York’s Married Women’s Property Act (1848), granting married 
women some control over their property and earnings.



League’s 
Heritage



It Started 
with the 
Suffrage 

Movement

Timeline of Women’s Rights in the US
• 1910 – Washington is the 5th state in the US to give 

women the right to vote
• 1918 — Margaret Sanger wins her suit in New York to 

allow doctors to advise their married patients about birth 
control for health purposes.

• 1920 — The 19th Amendment is ratified and grants 
women the right to vote. It declares: “The right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of sex.”



The League 
Was 
Formed to 
Educate 
Women 
Voters

103 years later, 
we are still 
doing it!



Suffragists Worked in Tacoma and Later 
Formed the LWV Tacoma-Pierce

Emma Smith Devoe



See Our Instagram
for more amazing local 
Suffragists
https://www.instagram.com/lwvtpc/

Susan B. Anthony

Nettie Craig
Asberry

Nena Jolidon Croake

https://www.instagram.com/lwvtpc/


Over the 
Years

50 years ago, many women 
were not working for pay

League members took on 
important issues

Gained professional skills

Went on to significant 
positions in government



Rep. Phyllis Erickson

1972-1980

Rep. Ruth Fisher

1982-2002

Sen. Rosa Franklin

1991-2011

Some Tacoma-Pierce LWV 
Members Became Legislators



LWV 
Centennial 
Was 
Honored
in 2020



Tacoma-Pierce 
LWV Members 
were awarded
Citizen of the 
Year by LWVWA



We Are Still Working 
on Equality, Racism 
and Poverty



We Are Still 
Working on 
Equality, 
Racism and 
Poverty



Thank You!

Good for 
another 
century

• Please use our voter & 
education resource 
tools

• Please Vote!
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